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 Appendix Table 6-38
USPTO patents granted in computer technology, by region/country/economy: Selected years,
1998–2014

 

Region/country
/economy

1998 2000 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

                

World 11,964 11,951 12,819 13,596 14,818 14,077 21,602 20,139 22,183 25,235 33,732 35,514 43,229 48,017 50,123

North America 7,598 7,728 8,189 8,782 9,448 8,999 13,894 12,568 13,762 15,903 20,974 21,384 24,813 27,196 29,057

Bermuda 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Canada 122 149 190 196 215 202 371 388 453 581 887 966 1,152 1,280 1,420

Mexico 0 2 0 2 3 6 3 2 1 3 5 9 12 4 7

United States 7,476 7,576 7,998 8,585 9,229 8,791 13,520 12,178 13,308 15,320 20,081 20,409 23,649 25,913 27,630

Central and South
America

6 1 3 4 7 6 11 12 11 18 21 29 34 47 52

Argentina 1 0 0 0 2 0 2 3 1 2 3 6 7 11 8

Brazil 2 1 1 2 2 2 6 5 5 10 12 14 14 24 31

All others 3 0 2 2 3 4 3 4 5 6 6 8 13 12 13

Europe 833 876 1,081 1,090 1,320 1,265 1,959 1,969 2,181 2,460 3,449 3,529 4,470 5,179 5,402

EU 788 843 1,026 1,026 1,247 1,201 1,855 1,864 2,065 2,315 3,269 3,279 4,143 4,794 4,941

Austria 8 10 7 22 21 17 26 21 27 28 47 43 51 65 74

Belgium 12 20 13 15 25 17 35 35 28 39 62 61 77 96 93

Denmark 2 8 15 17 14 12 24 21 18 23 39 45 55 53 44

Finland 14 18 21 33 42 35 82 88 83 106 145 125 149 201 221

France 173 169 209 208 247 212 331 286 336 342 508 500 657 814 773

Germany 196 233 304 292 396 376 577 656 753 809 1,214 1,123 1,375 1,517 1,539

Hungary 1 0 0 2 2 1 3 3 3 5 5 15 11 13 15

Ireland 4 10 11 16 19 18 24 22 22 40 63 73 92 104 104
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Region/country
/economy

1998 2000 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Italy 97 81 88 80 78 94 110 108 124 116 139 177 216 281 256

Netherlands 45 47 49 39 56 37 89 87 85 117 143 147 164 188 219

Spain 3 4 3 5 7 12 20 14 28 32 37 52 82 84 81

Sweden 24 42 54 47 46 46 78 79 76 73 125 152 244 282 274

United
Kingdom

208 198 248 245 285 315 440 430 454 530 658 678 854 984 1,085

All others 2 1 3 4 9 9 15 14 29 54 83 87 117 110 163

Other Europe 45 33 53 64 71 64 100 103 112 144 176 247 321 376 452

Former Soviet
Union

1 1 0 0 0 1 3 2 1 2 3 5 8 12 28

Norway 5 6 8 6 11 10 14 20 23 22 22 32 51 52 49

Russia 20 9 13 29 17 14 33 26 34 38 60 84 100 102 127

Switzerland 20 17 31 28 42 40 51 55 55 82 91 125 162 209 248

All others 0 0 2 1 3 1 4 3 4 2 5 3 6 9 9

Asia 3,397 3,187 3,357 3,467 3,767 3,555 5,300 5,167 5,782 6,348 8,589 9,685 12,779 14,293 14,123

China 9 14 33 34 46 55 124 154 250 327 465 605 919 1,218 1,292

India 3 9 15 40 45 60 115 146 190 248 462 553 736 1,072 1,313

Japan 2,810 2,446 2,581 2,637 2,755 2,531 3,757 3,494 3,745 3,958 5,093 5,768 7,371 7,911 7,216

Malaysia 1 1 1 4 3 10 10 22 21 27 32 21 38 41 34

Singapore 13 14 31 30 31 21 47 33 46 48 60 70 90 93 111

South Korea 372 453 353 345 393 432 650 730 832 1,042 1,605 1,651 2,080 2,282 2,482

Taiwan 186 246 341 376 493 444 593 584 695 691 863 998 1,527 1,648 1,654

All others 2 3 1 1 1 3 5 4 4 6 8 20 18 27 23

Middle East 103 113 132 177 182 161 252 227 271 321 438 557 823 998 1,172

Israel 102 113 128 175 180 160 248 225 265 314 422 542 776 938 1,118



National Science Board | Science & Engineering Indicators 2016

Region/country
/economy

1998 2000 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

All others 1 1 4 2 2 1 4 2 6 7 16 15 48 60 54

Africa 0 2 5 3 4 5 6 5 9 7 10 11 23 28 36

South Africa 0 2 3 3 2 5 3 2 6 4 6 5 7 11 12

All others 0 0 2 0 1 0 2 3 3 3 4 6 16 17 24

Australia/Oceania 23 39 52 71 90 85 180 188 167 178 249 314 275 268 273

Australia 21 36 49 63 86 80 169 179 155 163 229 300 248 243 251

New Zealand 2 3 3 8 5 6 11 9 11 15 20 15 27 25 22

All others 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Unclassified 5 4 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 3 3 2 3

EU = European Union; USPTO = U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.

NOTES:  Patents are fractionally allocated among regions/countries/economies based on the proportion of residences of all named inventors. The EU includes 28
member countries. China includes Hong Kong. Patents are classified under the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) classification of patents, which
classifies International Patent Classification (IPC) codes under 30 technical fields. IPC reformed codes, which take into account changes that were made to the
WIPO classification in 2006 under the eighth version of the classification, were used to prepare these data. Fractional counts of patents were assigned to each
IPC code on patents to assign the proper weight of a patent to the corresponding IPC codes and their associated technical fields under the classification.

SOURCES:  Science-Metrix, LexisNexis, and SRI International.
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